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02) Contributions 24) 50th Anniversary Feature 

03) Editorial 36) Village Jubilee Celebrations 

14) Village Life 64) Handy Information 

20) Village Walks 66) Meet the Villager 

We love to hear from you.  Please send any articles & news 
to: editorhullavingtonnews@gmail.com or deliver to The Old 
Bakery, 1 Gibbs Lane.  We reserve the right to edit any arti-
cle.  Please send in a Word file with a font of 12 and pictures/
logos etc in jpeg.  Pictures are printed in black and white. 

Input deadline for the next issue is the 18 July 2022.  

£65 per page for 6 issues a year and £35 per half-page (black 
& white). All payments to Liz Greenman, address below.  
Email:  julianandlizgreenman@gmail.com. 

Donations are invaluable to the running of this newsletter, 
they can be made through the collection box in the village 
shop or sent to Liz Greenman, 84 The Street, Hullavington. 
SN14 6DU.  Lloyds Chippenham. Sort 30 91 99, AC 
‘Hullavington News’ No 03041845. 

Contributions 
 

In this issue 
 

     
   HN is printed by Jamprint—01249 823950 
    www.jamprint.co.uk 
                 Printed on Carbon Captured paper + www.woodlandcarbon.co.uk 
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Welcome to our Souvenir Edition! 

 

This issue celebrates the 50th anniversary of the village 
magazine and also covers celebrations from the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.  There are stories and photos from the 
past and present.   Our ‘meet the villager’ is also extra 
special this time— we believe Irene is the oldest resident 
in Hullavington (she didn’t mind us saying that!) and has 
lived here all her life. It’s a great read on page 66. 

 

Extra copies have been printed so please feel free to take 
more than one.  A very big thank you to all those that 
have contributed over the years.  

 

In the jubilee section, I’ve tried to capture the names of 
some of the many people that made the Village celebra-
tions such a success but I know I’ll have missed a few so 
apologies if you helped but weren’t mentioned!  

 

Enjoy! 

Best wishes, Sally 
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  ♪♫♫♪♫♫♪♫♫♪♫♫♪♫♫♪♪♫♫♪♫♫♪ 

 

PIANO LESSONS 

 

JENNIFER J. TIDMARSH ATM (SMTC) 

12 The Street, Hullavington 

 

Very well established Piano Teacher with over thirty-five  

year’s experience. 

 

Children from the age of six, teenagers and adults all welcome. 

Lessons in Theory of Music also available 

Telephone 01666 837264. Mobile 07814 103077 

 

Member of the Incorporated Society of Musicians.  
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A BOWERS GARDENING SERVICES 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDENING 
ALL TYPES OF FENCING 

TREE SURGERY 
PATIOS 

NEW LAWNS LAID 
RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

 
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE WITH NO OBLIGATION 

For quality jobs at a competitive price call: 
 

PHONE: 0800 4748526 
MOBILE: 07879 874627 

The Orchard, Frog Lane, Great Somerford, Wilts SN15 5JA 

Livery Available Norton  

 

Various and different livery packages available from DIY upwards in 
quiet, rural location. Whether you are wanting a base to compete 
from, somewhere to enjoy a quiet hack or a base to hunt from, this 
yard offers it all! 

* Large, airy stables   * Secure tack room with CCTV 
* Plenty of storage space * Undercover horse walker 
* Parking for lorry / trailer  
* Floodlit fenced outdoor arena   
* Individual paddocks with all year-round turnout 
* Excellent hacking including off-road tracks 
 
Perfect location for various and different equestrian competition and 
schooling venues with good access to the M4 and A429 

All set in a beautiful, peaceful location in the heart of the Duke of 
Beaufort’s hunting area.  Call Mary Cundick on: 07867804456 
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Hullavington CE Primary and Nursery School 
(Voluntary Controlled) 

    

  One Team 
   Working together 
   Learning Together 

   Succeeding Together  
 
Hullavington CE Primary and Nursery School has a dedicated on site nursery learning 
environment.  The Nursery has sessions available for funded 2-year olds (limited spaces) 
and preschool children (funding available from age of 3 years). 
 
Our team, consisting of a qualified teacher and qualified childcare professionals, will be 
working together to help develop strong bonds with your and your child to enable them to 
reach their full potential.  We believe that when our ‘Little Hoots’ feel at home in their 
learning environment they can be inspired to explore the world around them to maximise 
their learning and development. 

 
Ours sessions run from Monday – Friday in accordance with school term times. 

 
Morning session: 8.50 am – 11.50 am 

Afternoon session: 11.50 am – 2.50 pm 
 

To find out more, arrange a visit to the nursery or book your child’s place, please contact: 
 

Hullavington C.E. Primary and Nursery School 
Hullavington, Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN14 6EF 

 
Telephone and fax: 01666 837604 

Email: admin@hullavington.wilts.sch.uk 

 
Website:  www.hullavington.wilts.sch.uk  

 

mailto:admin@hullavington.wilts.sch.uk
http://www.hullavington.wilts.sch.uk
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HULLAVINGTON GARAGE AND STORES 

TEL: 01666 837279 

Hullavingtonmotors@gmail.com 

 

 GARAGE 

• MOT TESTIING (class 4  
only) 

• MANUFACTURER REC-
OMMENDED SERVICE 
AND REPAIRS 

• CAM BELTS 

• TYRES 

• EXHAUSTS 

• BATTERIES 

• DIAGNOSTICS 

• VEHICLE ACCESSORIES 

• CALOR GAS 

 

 

 

 

OPENING TIMES 

MON-FRI 08.30-17.00 

SAT—BY APPOINTMENT 

SUN—CLOSED 

 

CONVENIENCE STORE 

• OFF LICENCE 

• NATIONAL LOTTERY AND   
SCRATCH CARDS 

• NEWSPAPERS 

• GROCERIES & FRUIT AND 
VEG. 

• CONFECTIONERY & ICE 
CREAM 

• FROZEN FOOD 

• CHILLED FOOD 

• LOCAL BREAD 

• LOCAL HONEY & EGGS 

* SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME * 

 

 

OPENING TIMES 

MON—FRI 08.00-18.00 

SAT—08.30-16.00 

SUN—09.00-13.00 
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Chris’ Interior Blinds 
 

Made-to-measure blinds, supplied and  
fitted for FREE 

 
01666 510 557 
07899 741 802 

 

Roman, roller, venetian, pleated, woods,       

vertical, curtains, perfect fit.  

 

Blind/curtain repair and fitting service also  

available—just call. 

NOT KEEN ON BIG GYMS? 

 

Pineapple Fitness Studio welcomes all age groups for  

private gym use and/or  

Personal Training 

 

Open from 6am to 10pm daily 

Kington Langley, Chippenham 

Mobile 07900 911209 

www.pineapplefitness.co.uk 

 

PINEAPPLE FITNESS STUDIO 
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Clapcote Forestry 
Established 1981 

 

Supplier of best quality Hard-
wood LOGS 

Cut and split to your requirements 

* 

Kiln dried logs available seasonally 

* 

Deliveries or CASH & CARRY 

* 

KINDLING 

* 

Telephone: Norman & Diana Matthews 

01666 837230 

Clapcote Hill, Grittleton SN14 6AS 

dimatthews@me.com 

 

 

 

 

CLAPCOTE SAWMILL 

Specialising in: 

Oak, Larch, Douglas Fir & all       
native hard and soft woods 

For beams, lintels, planks & cladding 

* 

Bespoke Oak Framing Service 

Timber frames made to order 

* 

Visit our yard between Grittleton & 

Hullavington to discuss your require-

ments.  

 

ELLY’S SPA BOUTIQUE                              
Mobile Beauty Treatments                                              

Let me bring the Spa to your home 

I’m Elly, an experienced fully insured, mobile aesthetic therapist and member of 
the CTHC & FHT Associations—bringing salon quality treatments in the comfort 

of your own location (home, Airbnb, hotel).  Treatments and procedures include: 

                 * Reflexology * Massage * Facials * Manicure * Pedicure                                          
* Prosecco Pamper Parties 

                     www.ellyspaboutique.co.uk     

                           Mobile 07435 920548             

            Covering Sherston and surrounding areas (approx 10 miles) 

Gift Vouchers Available Online! 

  Use HULL5 for a £5 DISCOUNT  

(1 per person, cannot be combined with another offer) 
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 We learnt about the training of Medical detection dogs in April 
and the valuable work they do.  In May, Dr Phil Yates gave us a 
talk entitled ‘Made from Stardust’. We were really keen to find 
out just what this meant and Phil really kept us enthralled with 
his explanations of what we’re made of and where it has all 
come from.  Our group meeting at Kington Langley was well 
attended when we learnt about the plants we need to grow to 
encourage butterflies.  

In June Edith Cook will give a flower arrangement demonstration 
and then will guide members through creating their own ar-
rangements. It will be great fun and we will all learn how to 
make an arrangement to be proud of.   Also in June some mem-
bers will take part in a Scrabble day arranged by the Wiltshire 
Federation and some will visit a goat farm to find out about the 
work on the farm including goat cheese making. Our Wiltshire 
Federation offices are based in Devizes and the committees 
which meet there are always offering us interesting activities to 
try out such as sporting activities including croquet, Nordic walk-
ing, bowls  and walking and netball. They also cover creative ac-
tivities such as watercolour painting, photography and needle-
work, talks by authors and lunches. 

If you would like to visit us on the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
at 2pm then please come along , you will be very welcome. 

KNIT AND NATTER 

 

I run the Knit & Natter group on Tues-
days,  2-4pm in the village hall. £2 per 
session which includes refreshments. 
It’s non-profit. All welcome, any 
craft!  The group was recently asked 
to make some bunting for the village 
hall jubilee celebrations.   

 

 

 

VILLAGE LIFE— Groups, Events & News 
 

 HULLAVINGTON WI                                                  
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LONDON HOUSE PLANT SALES                                                  
In aid of the church repair and maintenance fund 

A really big thank you to everyone who has supported us with 
this year’s plant stalls. Our four sales raised over £1,700 and we 
would like to thank everyone who bought plants or who donated 
their spare plants to the cause. We still have a few plants left 
over and they will be outside London House on a table for people 
to take away, a box is provided for donations please. 

Last year we raised around £1,000 and this was used to obtain a 
Structural Engineers Report on the Bradfield Chapel Wall, where 
our Architect noted cracks in the stonework and in the Purbeck 
Marble Pillars supporting the window. This year we will use the 
money to monitor the cracks, which will enable us to decide how 
we proceed with rectifying the problem. The monitoring will go 
on for possibly 1-2 years. Currently the window arches are being 
supported by Acro props. 

We anticipate running our plant stall again next year. The Church 
is open every day and you are welcome to pop in and see the 
problem for yourself. It has been such a pleasure standing out-
side on a Saturday morning meeting new people and catching up 
with old friends. Once again thank you for your generosity. Jebbie 
Hewitt (What an amazing figure! Ed) 

Some of the members who contributed to this epic task were 
Pauline Charlton, Alison Reed, Maggie Dyson, Joan Lindsay, Jan & 
Betty Lane, Eileen Fry, Mirian Flynn and Marjorie Deacon. Maggie 
Bawden-Rawsthorne also donated wool for the bunting.  Barbara 
Baggs knitted both jubilee banners and lots of bunting as well.  Do 
come along if you’d like to join us, beginners welcome!  Sandra 
Samra 01666 838710 .   Brilliant effort by the team, thank you! Ed 
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Runners coming through Parklands 
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY MAGDALENE 

SERVICES FOR JUNE AND JULY 2022 

 
JUNE 
  

Sunday  5 11.00  Celebration Service: Queen’s Jubilee    

Sunday 12 11.00  Morning Praise (Informal)                                                              

Sunday        19 11.00  Holy Communion                                    

Sunday         26 11.00  All Age Service for the whole family      

 

JULY 

Sunday          3       18.00 Holy Communion: Group Service 

Sunday         10      11.00 Morning Prayer (Informal) 

Sunday         17      11.00 Holy Communion 

Sunday         24      11.00 All Age Family Worship 

 

At 10.30am on Sunday 3 July all are warmly invited to attend 
the ordination service in Bristol Cathedral for our new curate, 
Sharon Gleed.  Please note that Holy Communion will be cel-
ebrated at the later time of 18.00. 

 

We shall be continuing our celebrations to mark the Queen’s 
official birthday at this year’s Church Fete which will be held 
in the garden at Court House on Saturday 11 June.  We look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
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FILM GROUP 

 

Film sessions are held in the side room at the village hall on the 
third and fourth Wednesdays in the month.  £3.00 including re-
freshments.  The films start at 7.30. 

In May and June, the fourth Wednesday films may be held in the 
main hall, depending on numbers.   

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING THE 
MAIN HALL SESSIONS.   

If the take-up is low, all films will con-
tinue to be shown in the side room.  
Recent screenings included ‘House of  
Gucci', 'Mothering Sunday', 'The Electri-
cal Life of Louis Wain', 'Dune' and 
‘Death on the Nile’.  

 

Up and coming:  
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HULLAVINGTON JUBILEE WALK – Jon Atkey  

Hullavington Footpath Group 

Frog Lane, New Town, Danes Bottom, Surrendell, Priors Corner 
and Parsons Walk – Distance: 3.8 miles 

This celebratory “Jubilee Walk” offers something for everyone. It 
includes a short tour of the village, on both sides of The Street, as 
well as an excursion over the fields to Surrendell and back. It also 
offers opportunities to divert and explore other paths in the net-
work along the way. A more detailed version of this guide, with 
descriptions of points of interest along the way, is available to 
download on the Hullavington Happenings Facebook page. 

1. Starting by Hullavington Garage, go down Frog Lane and take 
the footpath at its end. Just before the camp boundary fence, 
cross the stile on your left and follow the path through a gap in 
the hedge opposite.  

2. Continue along the path, now with the hedge on your right. At 
the end of the field, cross the broken stile and the footbridge on 
the right, turning immediate left, along the narrow path with a 
boundary fence on your right for about 100 yards. After the rail-
way sleeper bridge, keep left where the path splits and cross a 
further bridge and a stile into the field beyond.  
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3. Follow the path up the side of the field, with the hedge to 
your left. Exit at the corner to cross the stile and take the track 
up to The Street. 

4. Cross into Mere Avenue.  Turn right at the T-junction with 
Newtown and then left and left again at the end of the road to 
take the footpath along the edge of the field behind the 
cottages.  

5. After about 200 yards, at the corner of the field, turn right and 
follow the path along the edges of this and two further fields, 
swinging eventually to the left as you go downhill meet the 
hedge in front of the Gauze Brook.  

6. Follow the brook upstream to Hill Hayes Lane. Turn left and 
then right to follow the footpath along the side of the field 
ahead to Danes Bottom. Exit into the track via the metal gate at 
the far corner. Turn right, where another gate takes you to cross 
the bridge over the Gauze Brook at Danes Bottom. 

7. Keeping the hedge on your right, follow the path along the 
field edge to cross the second stile on your right and then along 
the edge of another four fields, again keeping the hedge on your 
right. After the gate into the fourth field, take a line past the 
rough, tussocky, marshy patch on your right towards the stile 
just to the left of the tall bushes on the far side of the field.  

8. Cross the stile and turn left into the track towards Surrendell 
House, where the track becomes a metalled lane. Continue 
downhill to cross the Gauze Brook once more. After another 20 
yards, up a steepish bank on your left, cross a small hunting gate 
to take a straight line towards an obvious patch of woodland ¾ 
mile ahead. 

9. The next 300 yards comprise a cart track, which brings you to 
the corner of pretty little wood known as Priors Corner. Turn 
right here and follow the lane for about 350 yards. 

10. Just before the T-junction, opposite the entrance to Oak Tree 
House, cross the stile on your left. Then turn immediate right to 
follow the path along the field edge. After about 400 yards, turn 
right across the little stream and the kissing gate into Parsons 
Walk and back to The Street. 
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   HULLAVINGTON BOOK GROUP 

Our group meets on the second Tuesday in the month at 2pm in 
the village hall.  Books are supplied by the Wiltshire library service. 

March choice: 'Where the Crawdads Sing' by Delia Owens.       
This was a very popular novel with most of our members.  The 
book has been made into a film, which is due out this summer.   

Reviews:  "A beautifully descriptive novel of a very young child 
abandoned by her family who, totally alone, manages to survive 
and ultimately rise above the prejudices that surround her.  

Set in the coastal marshlands of South Carolina, the reader is 
quickly drawn into the stunning landscape and natural world that 
enables Kya to survive and flourish despite the adversities of ex-
treme poverty and isolation. Ostracised and shunned by most of 
her neighbours her intelligence and beauty will ultimately lead her 
on an ill-fated relationship. 

I found the novel heart-breaking in many ways and the dark twist 
at the end somewhat disappointing, but would still highly recom-
mend this as a great read."  

April - 'Burial Rites' by Hannah Kent.  This book was excellent for 
discussion, and we were especially lucky to have a member with 
us who had visited Iceland and who felt the novel had captured 
the bleak atmosphere very well.  The author Hannah Kent was 
born in Adelaide, South Australia, and as a teenager visited Iceland 
on a Rotary Exchange.  This is when she first heard the story of Ag-
nes Magnúsdóttir.  'Spoiler alert'  you many not wish to read on if 
you intend trying this book yourself.  If so, please save for later!   

Reviews:  "Rather a dark and sober novel, based on a C19th true 
story, that charts the final days of Agnes, an Icelandic woman con-
demned to death for murdering her former lover.  Set in the re-
mote, windswept and formidable Icelandic landscape, this moving 
novel reflects a true battle for survival where one's life depends 
solely on the interpretation of stories told by others.   

The narrative, while sometimes cliched, is both convincing and 
powerful.  The novel brilliantly captures the Iceland of two hun-
dred years ago, as a cruel, hard land that breeds equally cruel, 
hard men, where women are subservient and seem largely to sur-
vive at the whim of such men.   
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You know that Agnes has little chance of acquittal but the end is still 
shocking and the only relief comes from knowing that this was in 
fact the last execution performed in Iceland, in January 1830. 

In the Iceland of 1829 Agnes was condemned to death and eventu-
ally executed  for the murder of two men. This novel, based on ex-
tensive research, presents a plausible portrait of who she really 
might have been and how her life came to end like it did.  
As there was no prison, Agnes was sent to live with a family on a 
remote farm while awaiting her beheading. The book uses the 
growing relationship and empathy between herself and the family 
to gradually  reveal  her background  and allows the reader  to un-
derstand how her life might have developed.  
The author uses different viewpoints to tell the story, from Agnes 
relating her history direct to the reader, conversations with a young 
priest seeking to understand and offer redemption, the author as 
narrator as the family starts to overcome their initial apprehensions 
and the state itself, as related by official documents.  
Themes include how the public and official need to identify and 
offer up a guilty party  generates a momentum of its own, irrespec-
tive of any conclusive proof or deeper understanding. Also the 
harsh treatment and  vulnerability of women in such a strongly pa-
triarchal society.  
The book gives a grim picture of life lived in extreme conditions. It is 
not a light hearted read by any means but one of those books that 
will stay with you. 

An atmospheric novel conjuring up Iceland in the early 1800s.  The 
characters are believable, centred around a murder and the arrest 
of a young woman.  She is held awaiting execution in a family farm 
under considerable suspicion which gradually melts as her story un-
folds.  The ending has an inevitability to it; not an uplifting novel but 
a soulful one highlighting the powerlessness of the poor and of 
women in particular." 

May - 'The Storyteller' by Jodi Picoult                                           June - 
'The Keeper of Lost Things' by Ruth Hogan 

Film of the Book.  1st Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm.  Num-
bers are limited due to space, so please contact me to book a seat.  
Elizabeth Parry-Williams Tel: 01666 837713  email: 
peac@globalnet.co.uk 

mailto:peac@globalnet.co.uk
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Ashton, Anne & Will Hawker 

The Hullavington News  

Celebrating our 50th anniversary 

and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

all in one big happy issue! 

 

 

I received an unexpected and very timely email 
from Margaret Roberts, who was editor of the 
news for 25 years. I was delighted when she took 
the time to send me some photos and drop off a 
couple of historical copies of the magazine.  

In addition, Issie Greenman dug out a whole ar-
chive of old editions.  I also had a long overdue 
catch up with Rachel Hurst who  kindly gave me 
her back copies—Rachel was another previous 
long-term editor of the newsletter.  

Additionally Dave Hunt, Anne Hawker and Henny 
Metters rooted out some fascinating photos and 
articles.  Many thanks to all of them (and others, 
not always accredited) for their help in sourcing 
the material. 

There’s a wealth of village history in the material 
and photos up to the present day. I’ll be adding a 
’village history’ section into future editions.  I 
hope you enjoy a trip down memory lane…...  
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June 1972—The first newsletter, it was then known as the 

‘Hullavington Entertainment Association Newsletter’ hand –typed 

on foolscap paper 
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In 1974, the news addressed Women’s Lib and the fuel crisis! 

1977 
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A photo I took in 
1977 of the play 
school float, cele-
brating the 
Queen's Jubilee. 
The back drop to 
the float is Buck-
ingham Palace. All 
the children were 
dressed as soldiers 
with black hats, 
red tops and blue 
trousers. The only 

child that I can name is our son Michael who is 
third from the left on the front. The lady on the 
left smiling into the camera was Jenny Garrett 
while the lady on the right was Auntie Win. 
Auntie Win was Win Richardson, Mum of Eileen 
Fry who recently lost her husband, but she was 
always known as Auntie Win. In fact the plaque 
with the tree planted in the corner of the Village 
Hall car park in remembrance of her refers to her 
as Auntie Win. To indicate how smart the chil-
dren looked I also attach a picture of Michael.   
Dave Hunt 

 

Maria Greenman also remembers the Silver Jubilee 

At the time, Brian  Paxton owned the garage and Dave and Penny 
Norgate were tenant farmers at Court Farm. Brian's wife Pat, Penny 
and  myself organised a party which was held in the area where nos. 
9 and 10 Belfry Drive are. There were a number of sheds there, so we 
had a good time cleaning and  decorating the most suitable..... I seem 
to remember that we were laden with food and Robert - (Giles) who 
lived at the Barken provided a good  selection of music for us all.  

I also remember that one stretch of bunting seemed to keep a num-
ber of us occupied for some time amidst much laughter The idea was 
to fix it across the road, sufficiently high to avoid being brought down 
by the traffic! That  would not be a good idea now.. Judging by the 
height of some trucks that pass through!!  

1977 Jubilee  Carnival Float 
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In 1986, The 
Queen’s Head 
was a popular 
pub in the vil-
lage. Grass 
cuttings were a 
problem that 
re-appeared 
just recently 
and you could 
hire a VHS ma-
chine from the 
village shop! 
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There was an 
active theatre 
group in the 
village, note 
the 3 digit tel-
ephone num-
bers! 1989 
saw the ‘new 
look’ news for-
mat, now a 28 
page a5 book-
let, all hand 
typed! 

In June 1992, 
wildflowers 
were being 
considered in 
the church-
yard, much as 
we are today 
30 years later! 



30  

The 21st birthday edition enjoyed a special cover with lovely sketch-
es by Denise Stevenson.  
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The newsletter celebrated its 25 year anniver-
sary and Margaret Roberts handed over editor-
ship to a new team, loads of people involved 
back then, they even had an art editor! 
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We’re into the 2000s now, the Easter 2000 edition caught my eye, 
the task of finding a site for a playground is clearly not new and still 
a challenge today! 
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In 2012 a new editorial team arrived with a new look News and lat-
er its first colour cover, a freebie courtesy of  our printer Jamprint. 
Jason (the owner) lives in the village and is still our printer today. 
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In 2006, the village was in the headlines again and featured in the 
local newspapers when it hosted a world record tractor gathering. 
They smashed the previous record of 1901 tractors previously set in 
Australia with a massive 2141 tractors.  Local farmer Helen Butler 
was quoted at the time "We're really trying to push British farming 
and show everybody what it's got." 

Photo, Anne Hawker 

In 2004, disaster struck when the village hall burnt down after an 
electrical fire. Jebbie Hewitt from the pre-school playgroup wit-
nessed the fire and commented “people were standing there with 
tears in their eyes, it has caused a lot of upset, it just went up like a 
tinderbox”.  By 2006 after 30 months of fundraising co-ordinated 
by Bob Fenner, the new hall, that we enjoy today was opened. Pic-
tured at the time: Bob Fenner, Liz Parry-Williams, Sue Fenner, Da-
vid Hunt, Victor Rawlins, Anna Durrant and Paul Hadley.  
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Locals enjoying their tea 

Dave Hunt sent in some photos and a description of the celebration in 
Court House for the Queens 60th anniversary in 2012. 

Eric Gough conducting the 
choir in singing Land of 
Hope and Glory, with the 
audience singing along be-
hind with great enthusiasm! 

Liz and Peter 
Parry-
Williams with 
their grand 
children, ad-
miring Ron 
Bye's golden 
coronation 
coach. Sadly 
Ron, who 
lived in 
Greens Close, 
passed away 
in 2017. He 
built the 
coach in 1953. 
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Jubilee 2022 - Decoration Day at Hullavington 
School.  On Friday 13th May the whole school enjoyed 
making decorations for the school and village Jubilee cele-
brations. All the pupils were mixed up into different groups 
and participated in a range of art and craft activities. We 
had many parents and volunteers in helping us with this 

special day. It was great fun!! Thank you to our 
wonderful parents and volunteers who helped us.  
Pupils wore red, white and blue to school.  The 
whole school ate lunch outside. Sarah, our School 
Cook made a wonderful Jubilee picnic.  We sang 
the National Anthem and had rousing music play-
ing all lunchtime as the 
pupils enjoyed talking with 
their friends and playing n 
the sun. All the bunting 
the pupils made was used 
to decorate the play-
ground. Sue Tudge, 
Headteacher 

 

 

Buckingham Palace designed by the Owl-
ets complete with stables and a swimming 
pool for dolphins 

Stamps designed by the Owlet class 
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Decorating the Village 

The village kicked off its 
Jubilee celebrations with 
bunting and decorations.  
The village was trans-
formed by a whole team of 

volunteers including Sarah Tompkins, 
Sarah Laskey, Gemma Lovering, Kath-
erine Milvain, Helen & Alastair Da-
vies, Liz & Julian Greenman, Jon At-
key, Debbie Lawley, Tracey Tillotson, 
Kelly Paskell, Eva and Grace Gould and Caroline Bance.  
Julian Wain designed, built and installed the sign outside 
the Church—many thanks to all of them!                               

Graeme Slaymaker, Sharon Neal 
and Lu Abbs from the Parish 
Council also decorated the Vil-
lage Green and Bus Shelters with 
bunting funded by the PC.  Adam 
Beaumont  (Rector) suggested all school 
children receive a souvenir Jubilee Book 
about the Queen to commemorate the 
occasion, the PC were happy to support 

and fund this initiative.  

Lighting the Beacon 

On Thursday 2nd June at 
9.45pm, along with thou-
sands of other Villages, a bea-
con was lit.   Hullavington’s 
was made by Dave Martin 
who generously provided his 
time and skills to produce a 
lovely beacon with the crown 
on top funded by the PC.  
Chairman of the PC, Graham 
Slaymaker, gave a speech 
about the history of beacons 
and it was well attended by 
more than 100 villagers.  

Photos Sarah Laskey 

Graeme Slaymaker & Dave Martin 
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The Church Jubilee Coffee Morning and Hub 

On Friday the 3rd, the Church ran a special Jubilee themed coffee 
morning followed by the Hub on Saturday the 4th and a special 
service on Sunday the 5th. The Church was filled over the 3 days 
with beautiful flowers, fabulous home made cakes, lunches and a 
cheeky glass of fizz!  It was a brilliant effort by everyone involved, 
see over for a photo of the hub which was buzzing with activity.   

Photo Jon Jeeves 

Dudley & Jebbie Hewitt Flowers by Aura Fuller 
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Photo Jon Jeeves 

The Hub was buzzing with activity on Saturday—it was a fight for 
the last home-made sausage roll! 
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Jubilee Quiz 

On Friday 3rd, the Village Hall hosted a Jubilee themed 
quiz.  It was a full house with 16 tables and questions 
kindly provided by Bob Fenner. The hall looked lovely 
with decorations from the Knit and Natter group. The 

winners were Clare & Chris Smith, Carol Plumbridge and Sue 
Kelly. Congratulations!  

The Tea Dance 

The Village Hall hosted a complimentary afternoon tea dance 
with live music. Mary Greenman found  a Crown she had made 
for the Golden Jubilee in 2002, it travelled around the Village to 
various locations during the celebrations and was much ad-
mired! More overleaf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Anna Durrant 

Photo Hugh Greenman 
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The Village Hall Committee worked wonders to make the event a 
huge success as you can see from the smiling faces! Photos of the 
event were kindly provided by Anna Durrant and Jon Jeeves.  

Eric Gough’s Band 

The ‘Random’ Band Lizzy Pearce 

Anna Durrant 
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Some of the hardworking Committee and helpers - Simon Durrant 
back, left to right: Linda Anderson, Betty Mason—daughter of 
Vicky next to her and Sophie Edwards.  Others also working hard 
to make it a success are Richie Anderson, Anna Durrant, Sophie 
Grogan, Issie Greenman, Dudley Hewitt, Lizzy Pearce & Helen Da-
vies.  Many thanks to all of them for a great event!  
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Several of us were ‘crowned’ 
during the day courtesy of 
Mary Greenman! 

The VH Committee would like 
to offer sincere thanks to all 
the many helpers including: 

partners  who put the gazebo up, the Flying Monk 
Brewery who donated Beer, the Cake Tin for do-
nating biscuits, the WI for decorating the outside 
pots, the school for their gazebo and crown decora-
tions, the Knit and Natter group for their bunting and 
decorations, the band members (Eric Gough—band 
leader, Ann Sneyd, Sally Jeeves, Michael Graves, Ron 
Brown, Bob Jones), Hugh, Terry, Geraldine and any-
one else we’ve forgotten to mention. Thank you all!  

 

Richie Anderson 

Helen  

Davies 

Sophie 

Grogan 
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Street Parties 

Latimer Gardens—Photo Mandy House 

Eton Close/Royal Field Close—Photo Isobel Acott 



46  

Above, Blicks Close—Photo Helen Davies. Below and right, Gibbs Lane, photos 
Geraldine McKibbin & Sally Jeeves 
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ACER TREE SURGEONS ARBORICULTURL ASSOCIATION    
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

Acer Tree Surgeons Ltd are at the forefront of the Arboricultural 
industry, with a huge range of skills and techniques, we are always 
able to deliver exceptional service to our clients.  We currently 
have clients in both domestic and commercial sectors throughout 
Wiltshire, Somerset, Bath, Bristol and surrounding Counties. 

 

The team are all NPTC qualified with chainsaw and maintenance 
CS30 & 31, aerial rescue CS38, climbing with a chainsaw CS39, 
pruning CS40 and dismantling operations CS41.  We are all first aid 
at work and manual handling qualified. 

 

Services include: 

• Tree Removals, Dismantles and Felling 

• Crown Reductions, Re-Shaping and Pruning 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Management of Dangerous Trees 

• Stump Grinding and Removal 

• Free Quotations and Tree Health Check 

 

Contact Adam M.Arbor.A, FdSc Arb ND Arb 

 

Tel: 01666 718078 / 07843 082634 

Email: adamroberts@acertreesurgeons.co.uk 
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Neil Farr—Plumbing and Heating 

 

01793 526207 

07799595701 

 

No job too small or big, including 

 

Bathroom refits, central heating systems 

 

Free quotations and estimates 

 

Emergency call outs 

 

(WELL KNOWN IN HULLAVINGTON) 
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We will offer your child:  

 

• Full time childcare available from 
07.30 to 18.00 Monday to Friday 

• Four classrooms for children ranging from ages  0-5 

• Experienced, well qualified staff with a high staff to 
child ratio 

• A keyworker system for individual attention for your 
child 

• Two large outdoor play areas and an indoor soft 
play and sensory room 

• A wide variety of outdoor activities including farm 
walks 

• All areas of learning in the foundation stage 

• We accept Nursery Education Grant funding 

• Plenty of parking available 

 

Please ‘phone Kim Branston for details on    
01249 891349                                                         

dodfordfarmdaycare@outlook.com 
Dodford House Farm, Dodford Lane, Christian Malford,            

Chippenham, SN15 4DE 
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RATES FOR HIRING HULLAVINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
 Rates from 1st November 2021 

Rate 

Minimum booking 1 
hour 

Small 

Room 

Main Hall Both 

Rooms 

Kitchen 

(per book-

ing 
VILLAGE USER – 
including all users 
who run clubs, regu-
lar events 

  

£5.00 £8.00 £10.00 No fee 

NON VILLAGE USER 
– one off bookings 
(not parties) 

£8.00 £12.00 £15.00 £5.00 

REGULAR/CORE/
BUSINESS USER 
(who do not reside 
in Hullavington) 

£10.00 £15.00 £20.00 £5.00 

PARTY BOOKINGS—will be on the basis of a 4 hour slot, giving time 
for setting up/ clearing away/cleaning.  A deposit of £100 will be 
required.   If more hours are required these will be charged at the 
appropriate hourly rate.  The rate includes the use of tables, chairs 
and the kitchen. 

PARTY BOOKINGS FOR 0-11 year olds  

Rate—4 hours Both Rooms Kitchen (per booking 

VILLAGE USER 

  

£50.00 included 

NON VILLAGE USER 

  

£65.00 included 

For any queries, please contact: 

Lizzy@hullavingtonhall.org.uk or helen@hullavingtonhall.org.uk 
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200 Club for the Village Hall 
 

 

200 club supporting our Village Hall. 

We have had some success in recruiting additional members to the 
200 club via the Hullavington Happenings Facebook page.  You can 
also join by contacting Geraldine McKibben on 837736 or Linda 
Hadley on 837096 

 

The latest draws have produced the following winners. 

March £50 A. Hawker  £25 Anna Durrant  

April  £50 Bill Matthews £25 A.Cook  

Congratulations to them, good luck to everyone in the next 
draw.          

 

 

 

Handy Information 
 

 
Shop:    Post Office: 
Mon—Fri  08.00—18.00 Mon, Tues, Thurs  09.00—12.30 
Sat  08.30—16.00 Wed    09.00—12.00 
Sun  09.00—13.00 Fri—Sat   Closed 
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Biodiversity Debbie Lawley 

deb-
bie.lawley@willowdna.co
m 

Book group Liz Parry Williams 01666 837713 

Fibre Optic   Hullavingtonsustainabil-
ity2021@gmail.com 

Film Group Sarah Harmer 01666 837704 

Football Club James Nation 07894 715080 

Footpaths co-ordinator Jon Atkey jon.atkey@willowdna.co
m 

Jolly Tots Rachel Cripps 07850 176901 

M'bury & District Link   01666 840861 

N'hood Police Team   101 

N'hood Watch   man-
dy.hullavington.nhw.@g
mail.com 

Mandy House 07955 410350 

Parish Church Adam Beaumont 01666 311177 

www.hullavingtonparishc
ouncil.org.uk 

Sharon Neal 01249 659842   

Poetry Group Catherine Sanderson 01666 838824 

P.O.S.H Public Open space   poshfor2022@gmail.com 

Primary School & Little 
Hoots Nursery 

Sue Tudge 01666 837604 

Recorder Group Maggie Dyson 01666 837358 

Rights of Way (roads)   0300 4560105 

Knit & Natter (all crafts) Sandra Samra 01666 838710  

Short Mat Bowls Pat Harper 07462 136889 

200 Club Geraldine McKibbin 01666 837736 

Village Hall    an-
na@hullavingtonhall.org.
uk 

Anna Durrant  01666 837569  

Women's Institute Isobel Acott 01666 837458 

mailto:debbie.lawley@willowdna.com
mailto:debbie.lawley@willowdna.com
mailto:debbie.lawley@willowdna.com
mailto:Hullavingtonsustainability2021@gmail.com
mailto:Hullavingtonsustainability2021@gmail.com
mailto:jon.atkey@willowdna.com
mailto:jon.atkey@willowdna.com
http://www.hullavingtonparishcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.hullavingtonparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:poshfor2022@gmail.com
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Meet the Villager 

 
A light hearted chat with a local about 
their time in Hullavington. 

 

In this edition, we meet Irene Green-
man. 

I was born in Laburnum Cottage on the 
3rd October 1924 ,which is the house 
on the right before turning into Hill 
Hayes Lane. My Mother died when I 
was five and I was then brought up by 
my Father and a blind Aunt who lived 
next door. Therefore, everything you used had to be put back in 
exactly the same place which I still do. I am approximately eight-
een months older than the Queen and I have closely followed her 
life. 

I went to the village school which was virtually opposite my house. 
In those days the playground was divided by an iron fence with 
girls one side and the boys the other.  I left school at fourteen and 
stopped at home to look after my father who was head grounds-
man for the airfield which was in the process of being built. Origi-
nally there was a farm there which was demolished to build the 
camp as we know it today, runway, hangars etc. 

The village was a lot smaller than today and you knew everybody 
living in the village. I remember the first car was owned by the 
people in Darley House with my Uncle employed as the chauffeur. 
I can remember the first black and white TV which came into the 
village, owned by Bob Clark (Carolyne Samuel’s father). Every Sat-
urday evening we would take a plate of food to his house for sup-
per and watch the Saturday Night at the Palladium.  

When electricity first came into the village you were allowed three 
lights and one plug. If you wanted any more, you had to pay for 
them. Before electricity, most houses had a well or shared one 
where they use the keep their butter and milk in a bucket hanging 
down in the well to keep it cool and stop it going off. 
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I started courting the farmer across the road; his father died when 
he was young and he had to leave school at fourteen to run the 
farm. The farm has recently been built on and is known as Old 
Farm Close. 

The old Chapel in Newtown (when religious services ceased), was 
purchased by the farm and is where we went to get some privacy 
to do our courting. It was used for storage and for many years was 
full of potatoes which were sold around the village in half hun-
dred weight sacks; none of these metric measurements. It’s now 
converted into a house. 

When war was declared, August 31st 1939, we were sitting on a 
wall and my Uncle cycled past and said war had been declared. 
Many of the men and older boys were called up to fight but farm-
ers had to stay at home and produce as much food as possible. He 
then joined the Home Guard whilst still farming. Everybody had to 
work and I went to Westinghouse and also worked on the land. 

People were still allocated coupons for clothing and many people 
in the village gave me theirs so I could go to London and buy ma-
terial, blue velvet for the Bridesmaids, one of which was Carolyne 
Samuel. I bought white satin for my wedding dress. We were mar-
ried on the 25th September 1948 in Hullavington Church which 
was decorated for the Harvest Festival. I can remember apples 
had been placed on all the oak partitions. After we married, we 
lived in a cottage in Watts Lane where we had our first son.  

When I went into labour, I can always remember my husband say-
ing “you go to hospital now or you will have to wait until I have 
finished milking!” I went immediately.  When our second son was 
born, I can remember the nurse asking him who he resembled. He 
replied he looked like the milkman. You should have seen the look 
on the nurse’s face. I explained he was the milkman! 

We moved to the Farmhouse (behind the Bus Shelter) in 1960 
when my Mother-in Law died. In 1980 my husband had a farming 
accident and broke his back leaving him a complete invalid. I then 
looked after him for the next 32yrs until he died at home.  
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After the accident my eldest son then helped run the farm along-
side his day job, with his uncle. The farm was eventually moved up 
Hill Hayes Lane when it became impossible to run a farm within the 
village. My Granddaughter bought the Farmhouse and I still live in 
the left side of it which was originally a Saddler’s shop. 

The changes I have seen within the village are vast. In my younger 
days there were eight farms in the village with all their cows walk-
ing through it twice a day. They would drink from Latimer Pond 
which, when it froze over, all the children would use it for ice 
skating. Only two farms now exist on the outskirts of the village. 
Farms originally only had horses to work the land, now powerful 
large tractors. There used to be to be four shops plus a Post Office 
and bakery in the village. Children used to just go off and play in 
the fields and streams without a care in the world. Not possible 
now in the current world. 

During my life I was a Parish Councillor for 23years, a member of 
the WI and Golden Threads. 

I doubt if anybody going forward will ever see as many changes as I 
have in my lifetime. 

Guilty Pleasure? – Baileys in my morning coffee 

Who would play you in a movie? – Dame Judy Dench 

If you could change something in the village? – People not being in 
such a rush all the time 

Dinner Party guests? – Family and Friends 

Advice to teenage self?– Live each moment to the full 

Cat or Dog? – Dog 

Happiness is?—being nice to 
everybody 

Many thanks to Irene (and her 
daughter-in–law Sheila) for 
taking the time to share these 
lovely memories with us. Ed  


